FOREWORD
The Honorable Kathleen A. Blatz'

The field of law has changed significantly in the last few
decades, carried by the societal tides that sweep us from one
generation to the next. Today in our nation’s courtrooms, family
law cases take up more time than any other facet of civil law;' in our
state, major juvenile caseloads have more than doubled in the last
fifteen years.2

Against this backdrop, it is no surprise that one of the court
system’s greatest challenges is found in the area where the work of
attorneys and judges increasingly intersects with the needs of
families and children. We are challenged—and troubled—by the
fact that there is a significant correlation between a child’s early
contact with maltreatment or domestic violence and later negative
life experiences. For example, we know that being abused or
neglected as a child increases the likelihood of juvenile
delinquency and adult criminal behavior.” We also know that
exposure to domestic violence can correlate with children’s violent
behavior, affect their attitudes toward violence as a problem-solving
technique, and can be a factor in life-long problems such as
depression, trauma-related symptoms, and substance abuse.'

T Chief Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court.
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Studies have also indicated that bitter divorces and custody disputes
may correlate with children’s emotional distress’ and with higher
suicide rates.” These indicators illustrate the profound truth of
noted psychiatrist Karl Menninger’s words: “What’s done to
children, they will do to society.”7 Thus, as lawyers and judges we
must ask ourselves, “How can we best perform our roles and
execute the responsibilities of our positions without exacerbating
the harm to our clients or the litigants appearing before us?”

While the challenges are certainly great, it is the area of
juvenile and family law that perhaps presents us with the greatest
opportunity to have a positive impact on our profession, our
communities, and our future. As practitioners in this important
field, we have a responsibility to take a hard look at the outcomes
and work together to produce better results.

As these articles will demonstrate, there is no shortage of
innovations or innovators dedicated to improving juvenile and
family law. It is critical that we share our ideas and engage in a
vigorous debate. Most of all, we must commit ourselves to
improving the delivery of justice in our society by making the
systemic changes that hold the most promise for children and their
families.
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