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Things No One Else Will Tell You  

by Allison Crandall 

A Letter to a First Year Student:  
     Of course you realize things could be worse. 

Flesh eating ants 
could be chewing 
you up in searing, 
excruciating bites. 
You could have 
some rare disease 
that causes your 
insides to liquefy 
and pour out of 
your ears. 
Nevertheless, you 
have reached the 
absolute zero of 
your misery. You are 
in the library and 

your world is continuing on merrily without you, 
while you study under the flickering neon lights.  
     These are not exotic adventures you are 
missing. Maybe your wife is putting your kids to 
bed. Or your girlfriends are having sushi night 
without you, again. Maybe what you are really 
missing is the chance to scrub your kitchen floor. 
And yet you feel a terrible longing, homesickness 
for your own life, for comfort, fluency, and 
confidence. You wonder- is it worth it?  
     And by this I mean to say- Welcome to law 
school.  
     I am sure that in the last few months, your 
news of enrolling in law school has been met by 
 several slightly demoralizing responses. 

      People asked you, ―Isn’t that supposed to be 
      really hard?‖ They told you what happened to  
      their cousin, or sister-in-law, or next-door  
      neighbor. Law school and wisdom tooth 
      removal inspire an insidious desire in people  
      to share their worst stories.   
          The fact is, many of those stories are true,     
      and some will resonate with you in a painful  
       way in the next months. You will find  
       yourself having to give up things that bring  
       you happiness and security; you will do so 
      contending with the fact that you will likely  
      work harder and see fewer positive results 
      than you ever have in your life. Your friends  
      from before you came to school may have a  
      hard time understanding your choice to do 
      work when you could be with them. Your 
      romantic partner will share the burden of this  
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experience in many ways, and support from him  
or her will not only be crucial, it will be tested.  
You will see your families less than you’d like, and 
you will give up the chance to do some things that 
will become dear memories for them.  
     There are some pieces of advice I would like 
to offer.  
     1. Don’t hold the students who impress 
you on too high a pedestal, and don’t 
discount anyone. The students you compare 
yourself to, coming up short, will reveal their 
humanity in time. You will feel foolish for being 
too hard on yourself while they were imperfect all 
along. You may also kick yourself for not having 
been open to someone who is a wonderful friend. 
On the other hand, no matter how self-indulgent 
the use of class time, or inane the question, some 
of your least obviously impressive classmates will 
knock your socks off.  
 
     2. Allow yourself to make some dear 
friends. Your new friends at school will 
understand your life like no one else you know 
will. They will share the same burdens and likely 
participate in the kind of hifalutin’ law talk that 
you’ll discover you thrive on. They will see you  

      fighting back tears, laughing your hardest, and 
      consuming exorbitant amounts of caffeine 
      and terribly fattening foods. You will come to  
      know them during finals as well as you know  
      some of your oldest friends. They will help  
      reflect back to you the bright, passionate,  
       endearing person you are, as opposed to the 
      stupid, neurotic, failure you feel you are.  
 

   3. Always remember what you are doing 
here. You are earning the right to advocate 
for people’s families, finances, businesses, and 
rights. You are becoming someone who can 
ameliorate disaster, bring justice to inequity, 
make crucial business decisions, and 
participate in the shaping of the law. Law 
school ought to be really hard.  

 
     All this said, you will likely find that you 
belong here. I imagine it is an experience not 
unlike motherhood, or the presidency- 
grueling and exhausting, and worth every hot 
minute. *** 
        

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

   
 
 

     Top of the Summer to Ya! 
By Trish Gabriel 

 

     Sixty degrees, rainy, cold; a recipe for a perfect 
summer vacation, right?  It depends.  I spent my 
summer abroad in Galway, Ireland, during the 
coldest and rainiest summer they had experienced 
in years.  It rained at least six days a week, for six  

      weeks straight.   Needless to say, that is not  
      what most people would pick as an ideal way 
      to spend the summer months, especially when 
      they live in a state that is cold the majority of  
      the year.       
          However, the rain does not stop the Irish 
      and, like a true Minnesotan, I also learned to  
      deal with the rain.  I would bundle up, put on 
      my wellies, and explore.  I was grateful that I  
      did not let rain get in the way experiencing 
      Galway because it is such a fascinating city.   
           Galway is located on the western side of  

 

Tales of Study Abroad from Ireland… 
  William Mitchell offers several summer study 
abroad programs; Trish Gabriel shares her stories 
from the school’s program in Galway, Ireland. 
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Ireland, with a population of about 70,000 
people.  It is a city full of history and full of  
life.  At any point in the day I could wander 
down Quay (pronounced Key) Street and see 
people meandering though the shops, or I would 
wander down the coast of Galway Bay to Salthill 
and even in the coldest of temperatures see 
people swimming.  After the shops had closed up 
and day moved into night, I would see fisherman 
standing in the frigid water of the Corrib River 
fishing for Salmon and other local fish.  There 
was always something new to see, a street to 
wander down, people to meet.   
 

           
The Galway Waterfront 

 

     Not only did I get to experience Galway while 
in Ireland, but as a group we also went on day 
trips around the Galway area.  We traveled across 
Galway Bay to the Aran Islands, which has 
spectacular views of the Atlantic Ocean, along 
with ancient ruins and small quaint farms where 
farmers are willing to spark up a conversation as 
you bike along.  We traveled by bus to the Cliffs 
of Moher, which are impressive 700 feet cliffs 
overlooking the ocean.  Additionally, we went to 
Dublin, where I got a taste of the world both 
James Joyce and Oscar Wilde experienced, and a 
taste of the world Arthur Guinness developed in 
1759.   
    Even though I did travel quite a bit while in 
Ireland, I did stay in Corrib Village (the dorm-like 
apartments we lived in while attending the 
National University of Ireland) during the week.  
By staying at home, there are some interesting 
tidbits about modern Irish culture you do learn 
while doing basic everyday things in Galway.  
When you flip on the television, at any time of the 
day, you can find syndicated episodes of  
―Friends‖ and ―Newlyweds‖.   The idea of  
Jessica Simpson and Nick Lachey still being a 
couple on Irish MTV was interesting because  

      the fascination with that couple in the US 
      ended when they got divorced.  Additionally, 
      by going to the grocery store, you find out  
      some American products have made it across  
       the pond.  Special K, Corn Flakes, and 
      Campbell’s have arrived in Ireland.   
      Marshmallow cereal, for example 
       Lucky Charms, on the other hand has not.  
      That made a 24-hour final a bit difficult for 
      those of us who have learned to stay awake 
      by eating highly sugared cereal.   
          So the answer to the question posed in the  
      first paragraph is yes.  In the end, the rain was  
      worth it.  The cold was worth it.  The 
      experience of being abroad, seeing how 
      different cultures live and experiencing the 
      daily routine in a foreign country is always 
      worth it.  However, the irony of the situation 
      is that as I sit here, my last week in Ireland, 
      typing this article, it is sunny, and there is not 
      a cloud in the sky. *** 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fighting for Granny 

 

By Allison Crandall 

 

Close your eyes and picture an older  
      person who is dear to you. Now imagine them  
      competing on American Gladiator. In order 
      to defend their life’s work, they must go head  
       to  head with Gladiators in the form of illness 
      or injury, limited access to health care, abusive  
      treatment by caregivers, financial instability,  
      inadequate access to representation, and issues  
      of lost autonomy. Imagine them darting from  
      cover to cover, or swinging with all of their  
      might to win the jousting match. Although it  
      seems silly to picture your great-aunt Bernice  
      going head to head with Storm, she has much   
      to protect and much to protect it against.  

Focus on Practice: Elder Law 

This year, The Opinion will examine 

several types of practice areas; the first 

is elder law, described by Allison 

Crandall who worked in the field this 

summer. 
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     We would all love for the older people in our 
lives to live their last years with gusto, surrounded 
by love and full of interest about a world they 
now have time to more deeply investigate. It 
would be wonderful for those dear to us to spend 
those years with their life partner, protected from 
the deep pain of loss and the disorientation of a 
foreign solitude. No one wants to imagine 
entrusting a beloved friend or family member to a 
facility only to have that person exploited, 
ignored, or abused. However much we might 
prefer not to think of it, the end of one’s life is 
inevitable. Of the paths that can lead to that end, 
many are difficult.  
     Elder law is an area of law that focuses on the 
obstacles presented to older people in the course 
of their efforts to maximize their later years. 
Practitioners of this area of law deal with issues of 
employment, retirement, housing, estate and trust 
planning, health care directives, public benefits 
such as Medicaid, and surrogate decision-making 
such as power of attorney. In helping clients deal 
with these issues, elder law attorneys must also 
take into account the physical and mental 
vulnerabilities that the client may be experiencing. 
Older people often find themselves as vulnerable 
as they’ve been since they were children due to 
physical limitations, and in many cases that is 
exacerbated by dementia or Alzheimer’s. These 
changes in a person’s autonomy create 
opportunities for exploitation and abuse. 
Attorneys in this field must also be aware of the 
complicated emotional issues involved for family 
members privy to decisions about a parent’s 
death, declining health, or estate.  
     Between 2005 and 2025, the number of people 
over 65 years old or older will have nearly 
doubled in Minnesota. This dramatic increase will 
need to met by support in the form of access and 
representation. In those twenty years, medical 
technology will likely continue to create 
innovations that prolong lives, complicating the 
questions people and their families face. Problems 
that exist today in the management of care, 
particularly communications between state 
agencies and law enforcement, will only       
worsen as the population grows unless new 
legislation is drafted or new policies are  

      enforced. The future of social programs such  
       as Social Security and Medicaid are topics of  
      national debate, and important means by  
      which voters evaluate candidates. The  
      obstacles facing older people are issues that 
      concern all of us, and their intricacies will  
      continue to grow with time.  

At the risk of sounding cheeky, it seems 
      fair to say that only those who plan to live  
      forever can avoid thoughts of getting old.  
      With the boom of senior citizens in this  
      country, America will have to face some  
       realities about how we value older people.  
      Consciousness of elder abuse is about thirty  
      years behind domestic abuse and child abuse.  
      Many people treat the situations encountered  
      by older people with a dismissive attitude, as  
      if having lived a good and productive life  
      should be satisfaction enough in the face of  
      abuse or exploitation. This area of law is  
       emerging as a crucial part of shaping the  
      structure of America to reflect a commitment 
      to dignity and respect for the aged.  
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
      

 
A New Turkish Electoral Reality 

By Justin Paul 

 

     Election campaigning was intense this past  
July in Istanbul and all over Turkey. Merely  
going from my hotel to Bahcesehir University  
I would see dozens of vans playing patriotic  
music and shilling for their party. Despite the  
fierce campaigning, the results were far from  
close.  The ruling Justice and Development 
party (AKP) increased its share of seats by  
going from 33 percent of the vote to nearly 48  
 percent.  The AKP has faced strong criticism 
 from the Kemalist establishment, which fears  

Opinions from Study  
Abroad: Turkish Politics 
 

 
William Mitchell has had an ongoing relationship 
with Bahcesehir University since 2002.  Justin Paul 
shares his observations of developments in Turkish 
politics he witnessed while in Istanbul this summer. 
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the party’s Islamist origins. However, there is 
evidence that the AKP had made a clear break 
from its more radical past,  when it had a different 
name and different leadership (then called the 
Welfare Party).  

The party that represents the harder wing of 
the movement that bore the AKP – Felicity 
Party—only won three percent of the vote. The 
last five years of AKP rule have seen fairly stable 
economic growth, a series of reforms to meet EU 
standards and fairly healthy ties with Washington 
DC, despite the fallout preceding the Iraq war.  
The AKP knows that more EU standards mean 
more freedom of religion in a state whose laic 
tradition has kept religious authorities under state 
supervision. 
        Of course, the AKP has done a few things 
which made the secular elites in Turkey uneasy. It 
led an aborted drive to criminalize adultery and 
has hinted at times of wanting to repeal the 
headscarf ban in universities and government 
offices. Most recently their effort to make foreign 
minister Abdullah Gul president drew anger and 
millions in protest. While there is some merit in 
worrying about a party that has all levers of power 
in its hand, it was equally true that the fact that 
Gul’s wife wore a headscarf was a problem for the 
many hundreds of thousands that protest. The 
automatic assumption that anyone who wishes to 
wear a scarf is automatically a tool of radical Islam 
is a false premise indulged in by many die hard 
secularists.  
     While some accuse the AKP of a hidden 
agenda, its policies could not be more different 
from the previous incarnations of Islamist parties 
in Turkey. Indeed when compared to its 
opponents, the AKP by far looks like the more 
worldy and modern party.  AKP actually purged a 
segment of its national view (a religious 
political movement) candidates for this election in 
favor or more centrist candidates. 
      The main opposition—the Republican 
Peoples Party (CHP)—has been in steady retreat 
from its alleged social democratic principles. Its  
leader, Deniz Baykal, has embarked on a  
series of nationalist policy planks, including 
denying that there were sub-identities in  
Turkish society; in particular, this is not a true  

      reflection of the Kurdish region. It is the  
       CHP, not the AKP, that has been irrationally  
       attacking foreign investment and peddling  
      conspiracy theories about the west as well as 
       trying to use the EU as a tool to weaken  
      Turkey. Baykal also hurt his party’s cause by  
      backing a memorandum from Turkey’s 
      staunchly secular army that was seen as 
      meddling in the  later aborted presidential 
      election back in April.  As a result, prominent 
      Turkish journalists like Mustafa Akyol have 
      juxtaposed the modernizing trends within 
      Turkish moderate Muslim movements to the 
      increasing hostility to the west from many die- 
      hard secularists who favor state control of  
      the economy.  
            The election also produced 14 percent of 
      the vote for the Nationalist Movement Party 
      (MHP). The MHP is an ultra nationalist party  
      known for its hawkish positions against  
      Kurdish separatism and anti-European Union  
      positions. Its success was in large part due to  
      alienation from the United States and EU 
      because of their perceived support for PKK 
      operatives and television stations. With a 
      revamped parlıamentary crew that includes  
      some former ambassadors, the MHP could be  
 

 
       the king-maker in parliament.  Whilst this  
      party’s success shows a rise of ultra- 
      nationalism in some quarters, it does not  
      reflect a majority viewpoint.. Ninety-one 
      percent of Turks might not like American  
      policy but 48 percent voted for the one party 
      accused by nationalists for being American  
      puppets.  
           The success of Kurdish independents in 
the southeast of the country and in major cities 
     

“The long-term goals of AKP 
are still being revealed, but 
the party has a tremendous 

burden on its shoulders after 
this landmark election.” 



 6 

like Istanbul will allow for new chance for 
deputies with different point of view to speak  
in parliament. Still, the fact that the AKP got  
as many votes as these independents in hotbeds 
of Kurdish nationalism shows that the ruling 
party can reach out to voters in Turkey’s 
southeast far more effectively than any of the 
more established parties. In the past, members of 
Kurdish nationalist persuasion were mouthpieces 
for PKK terrorism or were other deliberately       
provocative (such as trying to swear an oath in  
Kurdish). They will need to be more careful        
this time as their views will be easily relegated        
if they indulge in politician by day and gunman by 
night doublespeak. This parliament is a real 
chance to show what the AKP can do to make 
good on their promises of reform. 
     If they abuse this power and give into the 
more reactionary elements of their party they will  
polarize Turkish society further. However,         

      there is reason to believe that they  
      will continue to indulge in a more moderate  
      path. This also gives the opportunity for the  
      CHP to redefine itself and to become an  
      effective opposition that may actually reflect  
      the socıal democratic views in which a large  
      segment of its voters believe.  AKP will be  
      challenged with finding a less polarizing  
      presidential candidate – facing down those 
      accuse them of being weak on terrorism-- and  
      with balancing its religious base with its new  
      swath of centrist supporters.  The secularist  
      versus Islamist battle line may do well in the 
      writings of Islamo-phobic bigots, but it does  
      not reflect the nuances of the Turkish     
      electoral reality.  The long term goals of AKP  
      are still being revealed, but the party has a  
      tremendous burden on its shoulders after this  
      landmark election. ***

 

 
Fact or fiction?  Test your knowledge of William Mitchell 
and its history… 

 

1. William Mitchell is the product of a merger 
between the St. Paul College of Law and the 
Minneapolis-Minnesota College of Law. 

 

2. A cigar-smoking gent called John Hervey, who 
has been called ―an iron hand in a velvet glove,‖ 
played an important part in guiding William 
Mitchell into existence. 

 

3. The school is named after a famous Minnesota 
Supreme Court Justice, and not, as some 
mistakenly assume, after famous World War I 
pilot ―Billy Mitchell.‖ 

 

4. Our school’s namesake was born in Canada.   

 

5. When Dean Stephen R. Curtis became dean in 
1958, he encouraged students to form a 
newspaper. 
 

 6. Because of cramped space, the school       
rented classrooms from St. Thomas. 

 
7. Classes were first held in the school’s 
current building in 1976. 

 

8. The first female Minnesota Supreme 
Court Justice, Rosalie Wahl, is a graduate. 

 

9. Former Chief Justice Warren Burger 
graduated from St. Paul College of Law in 
1931 and returned to dedicate William 
Mitchell’s library in 1990. 

 

10. Nuns operated a private Catholic girls’ 
high school in the building until early 
1970s.  Its motto was ―a lily among the 
thorns.‖ 
 
ANSWERS 
Fact: All.  Yes, we’re named after a 
Canadian. 
Fiction: None, not even the last one!  
Enjoy your fantasies gentlemen. 

 

The William Mitchell History Quiz: 

 
 

 
 

 

Learn a little about the place where your greatest fears will be realized… 



 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheney Asserts Executive Privilege Against 
Bush: Refuses to Give Bush Libby’s Address 

 

By Nick Brozek 

 

     Last Tuesday President Bush personally 
phoned Vice President Dick Cheney to ask him 
for I. Lewis ―Scooter‖ Libby’s home address so 
he could mail him an official pardon.  Cheney 
declined to release this information to the 
President, asserting the doctrine of executive 
privilege.  This created a stir among Washington 
insiders, as it is thought to be the first time 
executive privilege has been claimed against the 
president of the United States.   
      When approached for comment Vice 
President Cheney informed this reporter that any 
action of the executive branch, or by any non-
executive branch, or by any executive-esque 
branch of the government is none of mine or any 
other sentient beings business and that ―the 
existence of the media helps the terrorists, except 
for Fox News.‖   
     Some in Washington, even those who support 
Cheney’s action, have been left wondering why, in 
this case, Cheney didn’t simply hand over the 
information to President Bush, since withholding 
this information seems only to hurt Cheney’s 
former aid Libby.  When asked by reporters why 
he wasn’t taking advantage of this opportunity to 
help Libby, Cheney responded, ―Who?‖ 
     Conservative pundit and talk show host Bill 
O’Reilly, on his show The O’Reilly Factor, stated 
his support for the Vice President’s action, saying, 
―Cheney is standing up for the values of this 
country.  The liberals have been trampling all over  
the doctrine of executive privilege for far too  
long.  In a democracy, there are some things  
people just don’t need to know, such as what 
the executive branch is doing.‖ 

           Tucker Carlson also defended Cheney’s 
      action, and claimed that the liberals should 
      have seen it coming.  ―[Cheney] has already 
      both claimed not to be a part of the executive 
      branch, and asserted executive privilege in 
      order to avoid oversight of his office.  
      Asserting executive privilege against the 
      president is simply the next illogical step.‖ 
           Surprisingly, President Bush has also 
       voiced his support for Cheney’s assertion of 
      executive privilege against him.  While 
      addressing members of the armed services at 
      Charleston Air Force Base in Charleston, 
      South Carolina, Bush said that he fully 
      supports the Vice President and said that he is 
      doing a ―great job.‖  Bush went on to say, ―If 
      only more people, such as congressmen, had  
      the courage to stand up to me the country  
      would be a much better place.‖   
           CNN’s Wolf Blitzer invited Vice President 
      Cheney to explain his recent actions in a 
      televised interview, which aired last night.   
      During the interview Blitzer addressed  
      Cheney as ―Mr. Vice President‖ and asked  
      him how he was holding up under the strain  
      of the controversy.  Cheney did not respond 
      to this query and Blitzer, thinking he had not  
      heard, repeated the greeting.  When Cheney 
       again failed to respond, Blitzer asked him if  
       anything was wrong, to which Cheney  
      responded that, under the doctrine of  
      executive privilege, he was not required to  
      disclose whether or not he is the Vice  
      President.  When Blitzer pointed out that  
      Cheney must be the vice president, since if he  
       was not then he had no right to assert  
      executive privilege, Cheney accused Blitzer of  
      helping Al-Qaeda and the group’s leader,  

The O-pin-yun 

At the risk of spoiling things for readers who aren’t stupid, this part of the paper is fake. 
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 Saddam Hussein.  When Blitzer asked if he 
meant Osama bin Laden, Cheney replied ―Wolf, I 
already told you I’m not going to answer that 
question.‖  Blitzer seemed somewhat 
discomfited by this; the following 55 minutes 
of the interview are thought to be the longest 
period of televised silence in the history of     
cable television. 

           Finally Blitzer signaled the end of the  
      segment by bidding goodnight to his audience  
      and announcing the topic for today’s show: 
      journalist Robert Novak’s recent article 
      revealing I. Lewis ―Scooter‖ Libby’s home 
      address. ***  

 

Dear William Mitchell Life Coach,  

  

 I am a quiet, shy girl who has trouble 
finding men. What can I do to be more 
charismatic? 

 

    XOXO, Surly 

 

     Thank you for the letter; please allow me to be 
your all knowing guide to the labyrinth that is the 
male psyche.  Right now, you are just a wee turtle, 
lost in the sewer.  By following these three steps, 
like a wee turtle rolling into a liquid mutagen, you 
will turn into a Ninja Turtle…. of love. 
     First, guys like outgoing girls.  There are 
scientific studies showing this; seriously, look it 
up.1  You see, men have self-destructive 
personalities.  That’s why they enjoy things such 
as: sword fighting, fire dancing and deep sea 
welding.  Instead of going on a snore-fest date 
that involves dinner and a movie, enroll 
yourselves in matador classes, or, if he has an 
aversion to ritual animal slaughter, take him to eat 
at the Waffle House.  This shows that you are 
outgoing, spunky and love the thrill of near death 
encounters as much as he does. 
     Second, you must not be afraid to take charge.  
You know the old saying: ―nice guys finish last‖?  
There’s an older saying that says: ―nice girls finish 
laster.‖2  On your first date, be at least 30 minutes 
late.  If he complains, explain to him that time is 
merely an abstraction of sequential relations that 
leads to a certain event.  If he complains further,  

                                                 
1
 Don‟t look it up. 

2
 Sadly, this adage was taken out of use during 

the Great Lexicon Exasperation of 2004.    

      tell him to go to hell.  At this point you will  
      have established your dominance and become  
      the alpha male of the relationship.3 
           Finally, you must be spontaneous.  Now, I  
       don’t even know if I should to tell you this.  
      This move is so devastating to males it may 
      bring about the downfall of the relationship  
      structure as we know it, but oh well, I was  
      getting way too much play anyway.  Here’s 
      what you do: find a guy you like and just start  
      making out with him.  When I say ―make out‖  
      I mean reckless, full-on tongue.  Most women  
       are like leopards, silently stalking their prey  
      until WHAM, they pounce.  In reality, women  
      should act like rabid bull elephants, carelessly  
      and indiscriminately destroying everything in  
       their paths.4  I have recommended this to  
      many people 5 and it has worked every time.6  
      I don’t know why this has not caught on, but,       
      as with the theory of relativity, it may take 
      people a long time to put two and two  
      together even on the simplest things. 
            If you follow these three easy steps, I 
      guarantee men will flock to you like a pack of  
      lions at a wounded zebra conference.7 

                                                 
3
 Except a chick. 

4
 Strangely, this scenario is the basis of an artsy 

screenplay I‟m writing called “Le Petit 

Éléphant”.  It‟s basically like the movie 

“Operation Dumbo Drop”, but from the 

elephant‟s point of view.  The elephant‟s inner 

monologue is voiced by Gilbert Gottfried.   
5
 See Opinion editor Kate Johansen. 

6
 Except Opinion editor Kate Johansen. 

7
 Guarantee not guaranteed.  

The William Mitchell Life Coach: it’s this guy 

 

Life’s hard.  Get a coach.   Hey, it’s easier than studying. 
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Leading the Way in Technology 
By Adam T. Johnson 

     Those William Mitchell students with 

an eye for personal injury law have 

much cause for enthusiasm this fall.  In 

its push to remain at the forefront of 

employing technology to enhance the 

practical side of legal education and to 

boost the college‟s future endowment, 

the William Mitchell Office of Career 

and Professional Development 

announced its purchase of the recently 

completed Boeing Tactical On-road 

Readiness Training simulator (TORT).  

William Mitchell joins a list of only nine 

institutions to boast such a machine; 

other owners include the Institute for 

Advanced Denim Studies and Research, 

Tom Cruise, France, and the Law Office 

of Sampson McBrass, P.A. (still going 

strong in its small corner of Beavis 

Marks, London since the times of The 

Old Curiosity Shop). 

     Similar in many respects to Boeing‟s 

several flight simulators, the TORT 

simulator prepares its student 

participants for the countless obstacles 

and hazards inherent to traveling to the 

scene of an accident or during the actual 

pursuit of an ambulance.  Complete with 

all the interior instruments and functions 

of an automobile, a large projection 

screen situated in place of a windshield 

allows students to perform under a 

multiplicity of weather environments 

and varying degrees of traffic conditions.  

An onboard global positioning system 

(GPS) alerts the student to the location 

of the accident and provides a map, 

complete with voice command, of the 

most expedient and least congested route 

to the scene.  Additional functions 

beyond the GPS include a dashboard 

camera for obtaining evidence and 

potential witnesses, an onboard printer 

able to provide customized on-site 

retainer agreements, and driver and 

passenger side projectile ports able to 

fire blood-seeking, business-card 

carrying “soft impact” missiles.   

     “It‟s not that we‟re teaching students 

to become ambulance chasers.” said a 

spokesman for the American Association 

of Justice (AAJ), the former Association 

of Trial Lawyers of America (ATLA).  

“We responded to a very real concern 

that many students entering personal 

injury practice are ill-prepared when it 

comes to securing new clients.  Our 

funding for the simulator was made out 

of a concern for public safety, nothing 

more, nothing more I assure you.”  It 

should be noted that your humble writer 

witnessed the small twinkle of a dollar 

sign apparition in the spokesman‟s eye 

upon uttering the words “nothing more”. 

     Yet critics of TORT don‟t see things 

the same way.  “This is indeed 

disagreeable.  It doesn‟t sit well with 

one‟s constitution.” said Congressman 

Sir Mulberry Hawk (R-Nebraska), a 

champion of tort reform and professional 

archer (he boasts nine medals in seven 

states).  “This simulator encourages 

aspiring lawyers to become sociopathic 

vultures…I have not been so enraged 

since I learned „News Radio‟ would not 

be making its way to DVD.” (It is now 

available, and rest assured this journalist 

made the Congressman privy to such.  

The origins of the Congressman‟s 

knighthood are still under investigation). 

     When asked for their opinions, a vast 

majority of William Mitchell students 

were excited about the college‟s 

acquisition.  Concededly, the polling 

was conducted at Billy‟s at 1:00 a.m. 

after a good deal of the port, and the 

empirical precision of this journalist is 

certainly subject to speculation. 
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HOROSCOPES 
By resident gypsy Irina Abramovich 

 

Aries (March 21 – April 19): Even 
though the 161 you got on your LSAT did not get 
you into the U, you will take great solace in the 
fact that while U students discuss the niceties of 
jurisprudence you will learn how to, you know, 
practice the f-ing law. 

Taurus (April 20 – May 20): You will 
make an awkward first impression on your peers 
when you get drunk and dump the front desk 
candy bowl into your pants.  

Gemini (May 21 – June 21): You will gain 
first-hand experience with temporary restraining 
orders when you write to your favorite federal 
judge and ask for a lock of hair, a vial of blood, a 
specimen sample of his reproductive material and 
a signed, glossy 8 X 10 photograph from 
Glamour Shots. 

Cancer (June 22 – July 22): You will make 
yourself a Socratic target when you wear a t-shirt 
to the first day of class that says "The only thing I 
know is that I know pretty much everything." 

Leo (July 23 – August 22): You will incur 
the wrath of your WRAP professor when you 
politely suggest to him that if he loves the 
Bluebook so much he should just marry it. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22): You 
realize you might not be getting the legal 
education you're paying for when your law 
professor, recently diagnosed with schizophrenia, 
invites you and your classmates to a party he is 
throwing on the moon. 
 

      Libra (September 23 – October 
      22): No matter how bad things get, you are  
      comforted by remembering that things could  
      always be worse: you could be going to 
      Hamline or you could find yourself being  
       woken up to Bruce Vilanch doing the truffle  
      shuffle over your bed. 

      Scorpio (October 23 – November  
      21): Your experience with Torts will become  
      all too real when your clever trick to unplug  
       the defibrillators goes horribly awry. 

      Sagittarius (November 22 – December 
      21): Kenneth Culp Davis' treatise on 
      Administrative Law serves a great purpose  
       when you use it to shatter the mandible of  
      the jerk who shushed you in the library. 

      Capricorn (December 22 – January  
      19): You experience a profound revelation  
       when you realize the word "arrears" rhymes  
       with "beers."  However, you are deeply  
      disappointed when this new found fact does      
      not bring you the fame and honor that you  
      feel you so greatly deserve. 

      Aquarius (January 20 – February 18):  
      Sure, your St. Thomas counterparts might get  
       into heaven, but at least your law school has  
      been accredited for more than a year, and  
       heaven is totally overrated anyway. 

      Pisces (February 19 – March 20):  
      You will be confused to find yourself at law 
      school after signing up for what you thought  
       were community ed horseback riding lessons.

 


